
Discover the Remarkable Journey of the
Goldstar Century 31 Squadron RAF 1915-2015

A Brief

The Goldstar Century 31 Squadron RAF has a rich and prestigious history that
spans a hundred years. From its inception in 1915 to the present day, this
squadron has played a vital role in defending the skies and maintaining aerial
superiority. Join us on a journey as we dive into the fascinating details, heroic
actions, and remarkable milestones that have defined the Goldstar Century 31
Squadron RAF.

The Formation and Early Years

In 1915, during the midst of World War I, the Goldstar Century 31 Squadron RAF
was established as part of the Royal Flying Corps. Initially designed as an
observation and reconnaissance unit, the squadron quickly evolved to become an
important force in aerial combat. Its brave pilots faced the challenges of flying
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biplanes and engaging in dogfights against enemy aircraft, demonstrating their
skill and determination.
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Throughout the war years, the squadron proved its mettle by supporting ground
operations, providing vital intelligence, and engaging in air-to-air combat. Their
contributions were instrumental, earning them respect and admiration from their
fellow aviators and ground troops.

World War II and Beyond

With the outbreak of World War II, the Goldstar Century 31 Squadron RAF
continued to play a significant role. Equipped with updated aircraft and advanced
weaponry, the squadron engaged in intense aerial battles against the Luftwaffe.
Their bravery and resilience during the Battle of Britain led to numerous victories
and helped turn the tide of the war in favor of the Allies.

Post-war, the squadron adapted to the changing times and embarked on various
missions around the world. From peacekeeping operations to assisting in
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humanitarian efforts, the Goldstar Century 31 Squadron RAF showcased their
flexibility and commitment to global security.

Notable Achievements and Recognition

Over the course of a century, the Goldstar Century 31 Squadron RAF has
accumulated numerous accolades and achieved exceptional milestones. From
receiving the prestigious Air Force Cross to participating in significant military
exercises, their dedication and skill have been recognized on multiple occasions.

One of their most notable achievements was being the first RAF squadron to
operate the modern Eurofighter Typhoon, a state-of-the-art fighter aircraft. This
marked a new era for the squadron, highlighting their ability to adapt to cutting-
edge technology and maintain their position as a formidable aerial force.

The Legacy Continues

As we celebrate the centenary of the Goldstar Century 31 Squadron RAF, it is
important to recognize the sacrifices, courage, and relentless pursuit of
excellence exhibited by its members throughout the years. The legacy of this
squadron continues to inspire current and future generations of aviators,
reminding us of the importance of dedication, teamwork, and unwavering loyalty.

Today, the Goldstar Century 31 Squadron RAF remains an integral part of the
Royal Air Force, defending the skies and upholding the traditions of its past. With
a century behind them, they continue to soar towards an even brighter future.

The Goldstar Century 31 Squadron RAF has left an indelible mark on aviation
history. Their century-long journey is filled with tales of bravery, resilience, and
accomplishments that will forever be remembered. It is through their unwavering



commitment to excellence that they have become an iconic symbol of the Royal
Air Force.

As we reflect on the remarkable achievements of the Goldstar Century 31
Squadron RAF, let us pay tribute to the individuals who have contributed to its
legacy. Their sacrifices and unwavering dedication to defending our skies
deserve our utmost respect and gratitude.

In an ever-changing world, the Goldstar Century 31 Squadron RAF stands as a
shining example of the excellence that can be achieved through determination,
courage, and teamwork. Here's to 100 years of soaring success!
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Number 31 Squadron RAF will celebrate its centenary in 2015; a pivotal
milestone for a Squadron engaged at the forefront of military activity for the past
100 years. With a number of events lined up to celebrate this important
anniversary, former Commanding Officer of the Squadron, Ian Hall, has set
himself the ambitious task of penning the Squadron's entire history, from
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formation right up to current-day activities. This lively and informative narrative is
interspersed with first-hand accounts taken from interviews conducted with the
men who made/make up the Squadron. The first twenty-five years of the
Squadron's history were spent on India's North-West Frontier, hence the
Squadron motto 'First in the Indian Skies'. During the Second World War, it was
occupied mainly in the Middle East and North Africa, before moving to the Burma
theatre for the remainder of the war. Upon returning to the UK in 1948, the
Squadron performed communications duties until, in 1955, it joined the Cold War
in West Germany, operating successively in reconnaissance and strike/attack
roles. Operational deployment in recent years has seen the Squadron deployed
during the Gulf War, the Iraq War, in Kosovo, and Afghanistan. With troops pulling
out of Afghanistan in 2014, 31 Squadron have now completed a circular history,
and there seems no better time than now to commit it to print.Each and every
facet of this long and varied history is relayed in a style that serves to provide an
account that is at once celebratory and objective when it comes to recording not
only the facts of the various deployments but also the personal stories of the men
behind the headlines.
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