
Discover the Century of Grant MacEwan: A
Journey through His Influential Writings

Grant MacEwan, an iconic figure in Canadian history, led a remarkable life as a
farmer, environmentalist, historian, politician, and author. Throughout his century-
long journey, MacEwan left an indelible mark on Canadian literature through his
extensive collection of writings. In this article, we will explore the noteworthy
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selections that shaped MacEwan's legacy and delve into the extraordinary life of
this influential Canadian figure.

The Early Years: From Farming to Writing

Born in 1902 on a small farm near Brandon, Manitoba, Grant MacEwan
developed a deep appreciation for nature and rural life from an early age. His
connection with the land influenced not only his career as a farmer but also his
passion for writing. MacEwan began recording his observations and reflections in
his diaries, awakening a love for storytelling and history that would guide his
future endeavors.
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MacEwan's first published work, "Blazing the Old Cattle Trail," emerged in 1945.
This memoir recounts his early experiences as a rancher in the West, navigating
harsh weather conditions, and facing the challenges of running a successful farm.
The book not only captivated readers with its vivid descriptions of the prairie
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landscape but also provided valuable insights into the hardships and triumphs of
Western Canadian farmers.

Exploring Canada's Natural Wonders

MacEwan's fascination with the natural world was not limited to farming. As an
environmentalist and naturalist, he dedicated much of his writing to explore
Canada's vast wilderness and the importance of conservation. His book "The Girl
Who Loved Wild Horses" gained widespread acclaim for its evocative storytelling
and its ability to inspire young readers to develop a profound appreciation for
animals and nature.

In his renowned work, "Prairie West: Historical Readings," MacEwan delved into
the history of the Canadian West, offering readers unique insights into the
region's rich cultural heritage. Through carefully curated stories and historical
accounts, MacEwan painted a vivid picture of the hardships and triumphs of
settlers who braved the vast prairies in pursuit of a better life.

Political Legacy and Influence

In addition to his literary achievements, Grant MacEwan had a notable political
career that spanned several decades. He served as the mayor of Calgary and
later became the Lieutenant Governor of Alberta. Throughout his political journey,
MacEwan continued to write extensively, allowing his words to reflect his passion
for public service and the issues that impacted the country.

"Eye Opener Bob" remains one of MacEwan's most impactful writings, where he
documents his experiences with Bob Edwards, a man who dedicated his life to
helping the homeless. Through this poignant storytelling, MacEwan sheds light on
the harsh realities faced by marginalized individuals, sparking discussions on
social justice and the importance of compassion in society.



Legacy and Cultural Impact

Grant MacEwan's writings continue to resonate with readers even decades after
his passing. His ability to capture the essence of Canada's landscapes,
communities, and historical events has earned him a prominent place in
Canadian literature. His work has also inspired subsequent generations of writers
to explore similar themes and document their own unique perspectives on the
country.

Today, MacEwan's legacy lives on in the form of the Grant MacEwan Young
Writer's Scholarship, providing aspiring writers with opportunities to hone their
craft and follow in his footsteps. Through this scholarship, MacEwan's dedication
to nurturing literary talent ensures his influence extends far beyond his own
remarkable century.

Grant MacEwan's writings offer a captivating window into the diverse tapestry of
Canadian identity. From his early experiences as a farmer to his exploration of
Canada's natural wonders, MacEwan's words carry the weight of a man deeply
committed to the land and its people. Through his writings, MacEwan not only
documented history but shaped it, inspiring generations to appreciate and protect
the beauty of Canada's landscapes, both natural and cultural. His century-long
journey paved the way for future writers, ensuring that his legacy as a pioneer in
Canadian literature remains ever-present.
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August 12, 2002 would have marked the 100th birthday of one of Western
Canada's most beloved, exemplary, idiosyncratic and admired citizens, the Hon.
J.W. Grant MacEwan. A Century of Grant MacEwan: Selected Writings is
published to mark the centenary of the author's birth, and showcases the writing
achievements of this remarkable man. From his first foray into historical writing,
The Sodbusters (1948),to Watershed: Reflections on Water (2000),this collection
offers a fascinating selection drawn from the nearly fifty books that won him a
place in hearts and on bookshelves across the Canadian West.

From perilous Chilcotin–Klondike cattle drives to the creation of a short-lived
republic within the boundaries of Manitoba, A Century of Grant MacEwan is
MacEwan at his finest, preserving little-known or neglected nuggets of the past
for future generations to read and remember. Through his writing, MacEwan
shows us our history.
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