
Discover How the Queer International is
Shaping Israel-Palestine Relations
When it comes to global politics, few issues have been as contentious and long-
lasting as the conflict between Israel and Palestine. The struggle for self-
determination, human rights, and national recognition has led to countless
debates, diplomatic negotiations, and unfortunately, bloodshed. However, in
recent years, a unique movement known as the Queer International has emerged
to challenge established notions and bring a fresh perspective to this age-old
conflict.

The Queer International: Defying Borders and Norms

The Queer International is an umbrella term that encompasses a range of
LGBTQ+ activists, scholars, artists, and allies who are committed to using their
voices and influence to advocate for social justice and equality, particularly in
countries or regions where LGBTQ+ rights are significantly limited or non-
existent. This global movement transcends geographical borders and aims to
address various intersecting forms of discrimination, including those faced by
queer individuals in Israel and Palestine.

Of course, being LGBTQ+ in Israel and Palestine presents its own unique
challenges. In Israel, known for its vibrant LGBTQ+ scene, progressive laws have
made same-sex relationships legal and recognized, anti-discrimination laws exist,
and surrogacy and adoption for same-sex couples are permitted. Yet, there are
still stigmas attached to being LGBTQ+ in certain communities, particularly within
conservative religious circles.
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On the other hand, in Palestine, where homosexuality is technically illegal, queer
individuals face discrimination and live in fear of persecution. Society's
conservative norms and religious influences often suppress open conversations
about sexual orientation and gender identity. These contrasting realities highlight
the complexity of the issue and the need for a nuanced approach.

Building Bridges through Shared Struggles

Recognizing the significance of finding common ground, the Queer International
has actively sought to build bridges between LGBTQ+ communities in Israel and
Palestine. By fostering connections, dialogue, and mutual understanding, this
movement believes that recognizing shared struggles and advocating for each
other's rights can pave the way for reconciliation and a more inclusive society.

This approach has faced its fair share of critics, with some groups arguing that it
risks overshadowing the broader political context. However, supporters argue that
by tapping into the power of intersectionality, the Queer International is able to
challenge both homophobia and political oppression, ultimately creating a more
comprehensive framework for social change.
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In recent years, several joint initiatives between queer activists in Israel and
Palestine have emerged. These initiatives range from LGBTQ+ film festivals, art
exhibitions, and cultural exchanges, to educational programs and advocacy
campaigns. By amplifying each other's voices and stories, these collaborations
aim to break down stereotypes and humanize the "other" in the eyes of society.

The Role of International Solidarity

One of the key drivers behind the Queer International's impact in Israel-Palestine
is the involvement of international allies and supporters. LGBTQ+ individuals,
organizations, and activists from around the world have played an essential role
in raising awareness and pushing for change.

International solidarity takes various forms, including providing financial support,
organizing awareness campaigns, and participating in protests and
demonstrations. By mobilizing communities across borders, the Queer
International demonstrates that LGBTQ+ rights and the struggle for peace are
interconnected, reinforcing the importance of global collaboration.

The Power of Visibility

Visibility has been one of the fundamental tools used by the Queer International
to challenge social norms and address the Israel-Palestine conflict. Through the
use of art, media, and public demonstrations, queer activists have managed to
draw attention to the voices and experiences of LGBTQ+ individuals living in
these regions.

For example, LGBTQ+ filmmakers have produced powerful documentaries that
shed light on the lived experiences of queer Palestinians and Israelis. These films
have not only brought international attention to the struggles faced by LGBTQ+



communities, but have also humanized their stories, allowing for greater empathy
and understanding.

The Path Forward

As the Queer International continues to expand its reach and influence, the
movement faces ongoing challenges and complexities. The Israel-Palestine
conflict is deeply entrenched, with long-standing religious, political, and cultural
divisions that extend far beyond LGBTQ+ rights.

However, by recognizing the power of intersectionality, building bridges between
communities, and fostering global solidarity, the Queer International offers a new
way to address this seemingly intractable issue. By challenging normative
practices and perspectives, this movement brings hope for a more inclusive and
equitable future in Israel and Palestine.

, the Queer International is reshaping the discourse around the Israel-Palestine
conflict, bringing an intersectional lens that acknowledges the diverse
experiences of LGBTQ+ individuals. By connecting queer activists in Israel and
Palestine, fostering collaboration, and raising visibility, this movement invites us
to envision a more inclusive and empathetic future, one that transcends borders
and redefines what it means to be an ally in the struggle for social justice.
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In this chronicle of political awakening and queer solidarity, the activist and
novelist Sarah Schulman describes her dawning consciousness of the Palestinian
liberation struggle. Invited to Israel to give the keynote address at an LGBT
studies conference at Tel Aviv University, Schulman declines, joining other artists
and academics honoring the Palestinian call for an academic and cultural boycott
of Israel. Anti-occupation activists in the United States, Canada, Israel, and
Palestine come together to help organize an alternative solidarity visit for the
American activist. Schulman takes us to an anarchist, vegan café in Tel Aviv,
where she meets anti-occupation queer Israelis, and through border checkpoints
into the West Bank, where queer Palestinian activists welcome her into their
spaces for conversations that will change the course of her life. She describes the
dusty roads through the West Bank, where Palestinians are cut off from water
and subjected to endless restrictions while Israeli settler neighborhoods have full
freedoms and resources.

As Schulman learns more, she questions the contradiction between Israel's
investment in presenting itself as gay friendly—financially sponsoring gay film
festivals and parades—and its denial of the rights of Palestinians. At the same
time, she talks with straight Palestinian activists about their position in relation to
homosexuality and gay rights in Palestine and internationally. Back in the United
States, Schulman draws on her extensive activist experience to organize a
speaking tour for some of the Palestinian queer leaders whom she had met and
trusted. Dubbed "Al-Tour," it takes the activists to LGBT community centers,
conferences, and universities throughout the United States. Its success solidifies
her commitment to working to end Israel's occupation of Palestine, and it kindles
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her larger hope that a new "queer international" will emerge and join other
movements demanding human rights across the globe.
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