
Denying The Comfort Women: Unveiling
Historical Truths

The Painful Reality of Denying The Comfort Women

During World War II, countless atrocities were committed, leaving deep scars on
the nations involved. One such tragedy that often goes unacknowledged is the
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controversial issue of the comfort women.

The comfort women were young women, including girls as young as 12, who
were forced into sexual slavery by the Imperial Japanese Army. These women
were taken from their homes and subjected to unimaginable horrors, enduring
extreme physical and psychological violence.
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Decades later, however, there are some who deny and distort this dark chapter of
history, attempting to sweep it under the rug and silence the voices of the
survivors. In this article, we will delve into the reasons behind this denial and
shed light on the irrefutable evidence that proves the existence of the comfort
women system.

Purposeful Historical Revisionism

The denial of the comfort women issue can be attributed to various factors,
including political motivations, nationalistic pride, and the desire to paint a more
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favorable image of Japan's war crimes during that period. Some argue that
acknowledging the existence of comfort women would tarnish the reputation of
the Japanese government and its military.

Moreover, the silence and denial surrounding this issue extend beyond Japan.
Other countries involved in World War II also bear responsibility for the
exploitation of women. Denial can be a collective effort to escape guilt and avoid
taking responsibility for these abhorrent acts.

Unveiling Irrefutable Evidence

Mounting evidence exposes the truth about the comfort women system, dispelling
any doubts and falsehoods propagated by deniers. Testimonies from survivors,
official military documents, and recorded confessions from former Japanese
soldiers all confirm the existence of this extensive and organized system.

In addition, numerous investigations conducted by international organizations,
historians, and scholars have uncovered further evidence. These findings offer a
glimpse into the dark reality endured by the comfort women and refute any claims
that this was merely a fabrication or a product of wartime propaganda.

Remembering the Forgotten Victims

Denying the comfort women not only perpetuates historical injustice but also
compounds the suffering of survivors who have already lived through
unimaginable trauma. It is imperative that we acknowledge their pain, validate
their experiences, and ensure that history never forgets their stories.

By recognizing the existence of the comfort women system, we honor the
memory of those who have passed away and pave the way for a more inclusive



and compassionate future. Healing can only begin when truth prevails, and
justice is served.

The Importance of Historical Truth

History plays a fundamental role in shaping society. Acknowledging
uncomfortable truths from the past allows us to learn from our mistakes, prevent
the repetition of atrocities, and foster a more empathetic and tolerant world.

By denying the comfort women, we risk perpetuating a dangerous cycle of denial
and erasure. We owe it to future generations to uncover historical truths and
ensure that the voices of the oppressed are heard.

Denying the comfort women is not only an injustice to the survivors but also a
disservice to humanity. It is our responsibility to confront and expose the truth,
dismantle the walls of denial, and ensure that the stories of these women are
never forgotten.

Together, we have the power to break through the darkness of historical
revisionism and shed light on the painful reality endured by the comfort women.
Let us stand in solidarity with the survivors, advocate for justice, and work
towards a more compassionate world, where the horrors of the past are
confronted and never repeated.
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Planned, instituted and run by the Japanese Imperial Military during the Asia-
Pacific War, the ‘comfort women’ system remains hugely controversial. Although
political leaders often contest the role of coercion, many argue that the ‘comfort
women’ were mobilized forcibly, through processes of abduction and deception.

Utilising archival research, court testimonies and eyewitness accounts of both
survivors and military and civilian personnel, this book argues its case in three
ways. Part I analyses the modalities of coercion employed by the authorities and
investigates the historical differences and continuities between licensed
peacetime prostitution and wartime sexual slavery. Part II then examines the
failures f the Asian Women’s Fund to resolve the ‘comfort women’ issue, whilst
Part III explores the removal of ‘comfort women’ content from school history texts
after the late 1990s and details Japan’s diplomatic efforts to prevent war victims
froms uing the post-war state. Presenting a strong argument in opposition to the
revisionist school of thought, this book ultimately concludes that a realistic
settlement would see a victim-oriented solution that the survivors can accept.

Written by leading Japanese and zainichi Korean scholars, Denying the Comfort
Women will be of huge interest to students and scholars of modern Japanese
studies, gender studies, women’s studies and Asian history.
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