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Welcome fellow history enthusiasts! Today, we embark on a thrilling journey back
in time to explore the lives of citizens and immigrants in South Carolina in the
year 1768. It is a period marked by significant historical events, social dynamics,

and cultural transformations that shape the state's identity to this day.
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The Melting Pot of the South

South Carolina in 1768 was a melting pot of different cultures, as various groups
of people sought new opportunities and a better way of life. Immigrants arrived
from all corners of the world, including Europe, Africa, and the Caribbean. The
diversity in backgrounds, languages, and traditions created a vibrant atmosphere

where different communities coexisted and influenced one another.
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The Plantation Economy & Social Hierarchy

The majority of South Carolina's population relied heavily on agriculture,
particularly the cultivation of indigo, rice, and tobacco. Plantations were the
backbone of the economy, with wealthy landowners employing a large number of
enslaved Africans to work the fields. This system created a distinct social
hierarchy, with the plantation class at the top, followed by a middle class of

artisans, professionals, and merchants, and lower-class laborers.

The Struggle for Independence
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By 1768, tensions between the American colonies and Great Britain were
reaching a boiling point. South Carolina played a crucial role in the struggle for
independence, with influential figures like Christopher Gadsden and Henry
Laurens actively advocating for the rights and liberties of the colonists. The
Stamp Act, implemented by the British government, was met with resistance in

South Carolina, fueling the flames of revolution.

Religion and Culture

Religion was an integral part of daily life in South Carolina. The colony had a
diverse religious landscape, with Anglicanism being the established Church of
England but coexisting with other denominations such as Presbyterianism and
Baptist churches. These religious institutions not only provided spiritual guidance
but also acted as centers for social gatherings, education, and community

support.

Slavery and Resistance

The institution of slavery was deeply entrenched in South Carolina by 1768.
Enslaved individuals faced unimaginable hardship and cruelty, yet resistance
movements began to emerge. Inspired by the ideals of liberty and equality,
enslaved Africans and African Americans sought freedom through acts of
rebellion, including Stono Rebellion in 1739, which left a lasting impact on the

state's history.

Educational and Scientific Advancements

Despite the challenges and inequalities of the era, South Carolina saw significant
educational and scientific advancements in 1768. The College of Charleston,
founded in 1770, provided higher education opportunities for the colony's

inhabitants. Naturalists and explorers like Mark Catesby paved the way for



scientific discoveries and botanical studies, bringing attention to the rich

biodiversity of the region.

Citizens and immigrants in South Carolina in 1768 lived in a period of great
socioeconomic and political change. This key moment in history laid the
foundation for the state we know today, with its diverse population, agricultural
traditions, and ongoing pursuit of freedom and justice. Exploring the past allows
us to appreciate the struggles and achievements of those who came before us,

and provides valuable insights into forging a better future.
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CITIZENS AND IMMIGRANTS: SOUTH CAROLINA 1768
by Mary Bondurant Warren

Research in colonial South Carolina is frustrated by a lack of indexes of tax, land,

legislative records and newspapers. Far more than a “name list,” this book has
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been taken from original documents and newspapers from South Carolina, and
from The National Archives of England.

Records of families long resident in the colony, as well as those of persons just
arriving are included. Some hard-to-find sources abstracted were land titles and
petitions for bounty land in the up—country, passenger lists, customs records, and

newspapers. More than 16,000 entries, 1773 map of the colony is included.
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