
Buses In Essex The 1960s And 1970s
During the 1960s and 1970s, the bus network in Essex underwent significant
changes and developments. This era was marked by technological
advancements, social transformations, and shifts in transportation patterns.
Exploring the history of buses in Essex during this period allows us to gain
valuable insights into the region's transport system and the various factors
shaping it.

The Evolution of Bus Services

In the post-war years, Essex experienced a rapid expansion of its bus network.
As the population grew and urbanization spread, the demand for public
transportation became more evident. The 1960s and 1970s witnessed the
modernization and expansion of bus services, with numerous new routes and
vehicles introduced across the county.

The advent of the Leyland Atlantean, a revolutionary double-decker bus design,
made a significant impact on Essex's transport system. These vehicles boasted a
rear engine, which allowed for a more spacious interior and improved
maneuverability. Passengers in Essex enjoyed a more comfortable and efficient
travel experience with the of these modern buses.
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Rise of Private Operators

In the 1960s and 1970s, private bus operators started to play a larger role in
Essex's transport system. These companies, such as Eastern National and
Thameside, introduced competitive services that complemented the existing
public bus network. Private operators offered alternative routes, sometimes
serving remote areas that were not adequately covered by public buses.

This diversification of bus services provided commuters with more options,
allowing them to choose the most convenient and cost-effective means of
transportation. The competition between private and public bus operators spurred
innovation and improvements in service quality, benefiting the residents of Essex.

Transportation Challenges

While the bus network in Essex improved during this period, various challenges
emerged. The increased usage of private cars and the construction of more roads
led to a decline in bus ridership in some areas. Additionally, the rising popularity
of train travel posed a threat to bus services.

Efforts were made to address these challenges, such as the of express bus
routes and the implementation of promotional campaigns to encourage bus
usage. Special discounted fares, attractive advertising slogans, and the
enhancement of bus aesthetics were some strategies employed to attract
passengers back to buses.

The Social Impact
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Buses played a crucial role in the social fabric of Essex during the 1960s and
1970s. They provided an essential means of transport for workers, students, and
families, facilitating access to employment, education, and leisure activities.
Buses served as a meeting point for communities, with passengers often
engaging in conversations and forming connections during their journeys.

The of accessible bus services improved the mobility of elderly and disabled
individuals, allowing them to participate more actively in society. This inclusivity
further strengthened the sense of community and belonging within Essex.

Memories and Nostalgia

For many residents who experienced the 1960s and 1970s in Essex, buses hold
a special place in their memories. The iconic red buses traversing the streets, the
distinct sound of engines, and the effort to catch the right bus at the right time all
evoke a sense of nostalgia.

Today, vintage bus rallies and preservation groups keep the memories of these
buses alive, organizing events where enthusiasts can experience a ride on a
restored double-decker from the past. These activities not only commemorate the
role of buses in Essex's history but also provide an opportunity for newer
generations to appreciate and understand the significance of public transport.

The 1960s and 1970s witnessed significant changes in the bus network in Essex.
The of modern buses, the emergence of private operators, and various
challenges transformed the way people traveled within the county. Buses became
a symbol of mobility, community, and nostalgia.

Today, as we look back at this era, we can appreciate the advancements and
social impact these buses brought to Essex. While the transport system has



continued to evolve, the memories and stories associated with buses in the
1960s and 1970s remain an integral part of the county's heritage.
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This volume starts with London Transport’s green Country bus routes, radiating
eastwards from Rainham, Epping and Romford. The author lived in Romford at
this time and a favourite ride was on the 370 Romford–Tilbury Ferry route end-to-
end, which started just half a mile from his home at the London Road Green Line
Garage forecourt. Southend-on-Sea and Colchester Corporation are the
municipal companies featured, as well as independents such as Upminster &
District and Osborne’s, as well as some contractors. Most of the images are of
the traditional half-cab exposed-radiator buses that were then in their last days,
being withdrawn from service in some cases just weeks after being
photographed. Going against the trend, Southend Corporation unusually chose to
ignore the all-conquering Atlantean rear-engine type (as far as it could) and
operated a few of the last exposed-radiator Leyland PD3s built in 1968.

With his wonderfully evocative photography capturing an interesting and unique
scene, David Christie offers a nostalgic and fascinating snapshot of the area in
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the late 1960s and early 1970s.
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