
Breaking The Nordic Defense Deadlock:
Unveiling Strategies for Security
The Nordic region, comprising of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, and
Sweden, has long been renowned for its commitment to peace, diplomacy, and
collective security. However, in recent times, experts have raised concerns about
the defense capabilities and cooperation among these nations. With the
geopolitical landscape rapidly transforming, it is crucial for the Nordic countries to
break the defense deadlock and enhance their preparedness in the face of
emerging security challenges.

Understanding the Nordic Defense Landscape

The Nordic Defense Cooperation (NORDEFCO) was established in 2009 to
facilitate collaboration and coordination among the Nordic countries in the field of
defense and security. While NORDEFCO has served as a platform for regular
meetings and joint exercises, it is essential to delve deeper into the individual
defense policies and strategies of these nations to identify potential roadblocks.

Denmark, with its strong commitment to NATO, has focused on strengthening its
defense capabilities through investments in technology and equipment. Finland,
recognizing its geopolitical position, maintains a robust defense force and
emphasizes maintaining a credible deterrence. Iceland, as a NATO member with
no standing army, relies on collective defense measures. Norway, with an
emphasis on European cooperation, actively participates in international
operations and strengthens its military capabilities. Sweden, known for its
multilateral approach, has recently increased its defense budget and restored
conscription.
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The Challenges Ahead

The Nordic countries face a number of challenges that have contributed to the
defense deadlock. Firstly, the evolving security landscape, including conflicts in
neighboring regions, increased military activities, and emerging threats like cyber
warfare, demand a comprehensive reassessment of defense strategies.
Secondly, the varying threat perceptions among the Nordic nations have led to
different priorities and levels of defense investments, hampering effective
collaboration. Lastly, the lack of interoperability among the defense systems of
these countries hinders joint operations and sharing of resources.

Breaking the Deadlock: Key Strategies

1. Enhanced Cooperation

Addressing the challenges requires a greater level of cooperation among the
Nordic countries. A coordinated approach to defense planning, joint training
exercises, and intelligence sharing can lead to improved interoperability and
bolster regional security. Regular meetings and exchanges between defense
officials can help build trust and consensus on common defense objectives.
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2. Investment in Innovation

To stay ahead of emerging security threats, the Nordic nations must invest in
research and development of advanced defense technologies. Boosting
innovation in areas such as cyber defense, unmanned systems, and artificial
intelligence will strengthen the defense capabilities of the region. Collaborative
partnerships with academia and private sector companies can facilitate
knowledge sharing and technology transfer.

3. Strengthening NATO Ties

As majority NATO members, the Nordic countries can leverage the alliance
framework for enhancing their defense capabilities. Deepening cooperation with
NATO through joint exercises, sharing of best practices, and joint procurement
can help address capacity gaps and ensure a strong collective defense posture.

4. Increased Defense Spending

While defense budgets have seen fluctuations in recent years, a sustained
increase in defense spending is necessary to meet evolving security needs.
Allocating adequate resources for modernization, training, and maintenance of
defense forces will enhance the overall readiness of the Nordic countries.

5. Public Support and Inclusive Decision-making

Gaining public support for defense investments and policy decisions is crucial for
building consensus and ensuring long-term commitment. Inclusive decision-
making processes that involve citizens, civil society organizations, and experts
can help garner broader perspectives and create a sense of ownership regarding
defense priorities.

The Nordic countries face a critical juncture in their defense landscape. Breaking
the deadlock requires a multidimensional approach that encompasses increased



cooperation, innovation, strengthening of NATO ties, increased defense
spending, and inclusive decision-making. By adopting these strategies, the
Nordic countries can overcome the challenges and ensure a secure future for the
region.
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Russian actions in Ukraine in 2014 have prompted an urgent reassessment of the
defense posture of many European nations. The Nordic states in particular are
grappling with a 2-decade legacy of defense drawdowns and repositioning for
expeditionary warfare. The challenge for these nations is how to resurrect a
credible military deterrent in the face of continuing Russian assertiveness. One
attractive option is closer defense cooperation between the Nordic states, but
moves in this direction are slow and faltering. Political complications include the
deeply ambivalent attitude of Sweden and Finland to the prospect of NATO
membership. In this monograph, two leading Nordic defense experts assess the
progress of cooperation to date, both within the region and externally with the
United States, and offer specific recommendations for urgently enhancing both.
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