
Being the History of the Justly Famous 85th
Canadian Infantry Battalion Nova Scotia

When discussing the rich military history of Canada, one cannot overlook the
heroic efforts of the 85th Canadian Infantry Battalion Nova Scotia. This renowned
battalion, which played a pivotal role during significant conflicts, deserves
recognition for its contributions in shaping the nation's past.

The Birth of the 85th Canadian Infantry Battalion Nova Scotia

The origins of the 85th Battalion can be traced back to World War I, during the
tumultuous years of 1914-1918. Canada, driven by a sense of duty and honor,
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actively participated in this global conflict. Each province formed its own regiment
to contribute to the war effort, and Nova Scotia was no exception.
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In 1915, the 85th Canadian Infantry Battalion Nova Scotia was established,
consisting of brave men from various towns across the province. This battalion
quickly became renowned for its unwavering bravery, camaraderie, and
determination.

The Role of the 85th Battalion in World War I

During World War I, the 85th Battalion played a crucial role in several major
battles. From the Battle of Vimy Ridge to the Battle of Passchendaele, these
valiant soldiers consistently demonstrated their commitment to preserving
freedom and justice.

One of their most notable achievements was the successful capture of Hill 70
near Lens, France, in August 1917. This strategic position was heavily fortified by
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the German forces, but the 85th Battalion's well-executed plans and audacity led
to a significant victory.

The 85th Battalion Nova Scotia continued to fight tirelessly until the end of the
war. Their unwavering resilience and remarkable battlefield achievements earned
them a place in history as one of Canada's finest infantry battalions.

Post-World War I Contributions and Legacy

The end of World War I did not mark the end of the 85th Battalion's dedication to
their nation. Many veterans returned home, carrying their sense of duty and
commitment with them.

The battalion continued to serve their local communities, participating in various
peacekeeping missions and lending support during times of crisis. Their actions
not only strengthened community ties but also helped shape a more united and
resilient Canada.

Commemoration and Remembrance

To honor the brave soldiers of the 85th Battalion, various memorials and
commemorative events have been established across Nova Scotia. These serve
as reminders of the sacrifices made and the invaluable contributions of these
esteemed individuals.

Moreover, many historical societies and organizations actively promote the study
and understanding of the 85th Battalion's history. By sharing their courageous
acts and narratives, the memory of these heroes remains alive in the hearts and
minds of future generations.

The history of the 85th Canadian Infantry Battalion Nova Scotia is a testament to
the unwavering spirit and bravery of its soldiers. From their origins in World War I



to their post-war contributions, these men left an indelible mark on both their
province and Canada as a whole.

Remembering their sacrifices and stories ensures that their legacy lives on,
inspiring future generations to strive for justice, freedom, and unity. The 85th
Battalion's place in history is well-deserved and justly celebrated.
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The Eighty-fifth in France and Flanders; Being a history of the justly famous 85th
Canadian Infantry Battalion (Nova Scotia Highlanders) in the various theaters of
war, together with a nominal roll and synopsis of service of officers, non-
commissioned officers and men who served with the Battalion in France. 422
Pages.
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