
Assessing The Domestic Roles Of Irana
Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps:
Unraveling the Power Dynamics
Throughout history, Iran has been known for its complex political landscape and
powerful military forces. Among these forces, the Islamic Revolutionary Guards
Corps (IRGC) stands out as a prominent institution responsible for safeguarding
the Islamic Republic and its values. With its domestic roles expanding vastly over
the years, assessing the IRGC's activities within Iran has become a crucial
aspect of understanding the country's power dynamics.

Founded in 1979 following the Islamic Revolution, the IRGC was created to
protect the newly established regime. Since its inception, the Corps has gradually
evolved into a multifaceted organization, responsible not only for maintaining
national security but also for exerting influence over various aspects of Iran's
society.

The Evolution of IRGC's Domestic Roles

In its early days, the IRGC primarily focused on defending Iran against external
military threats. However, as the revolution consolidated its power, the Corps
gradually extended its reach into the domestic sphere, assuming responsibilities
beyond the traditional realm of military operations.
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One of the fundamental domestic roles of the IRGC is safeguarding the Islamic
Republic's ideological purity. The Corps actively promotes and enforces the
principles of the revolution, ensuring compliance with the government's
conservative interpretation of Islamic law. This includes monitoring and
suppressing dissent within society, particularly targeting political activists,
intellectuals, and journalists who challenge the official narrative.

The IRGC also plays a significant role in controlling Iran's media landscape.
Through its control over key media outlets, the IRGC influences public opinion,
disseminates propaganda, and suppresses any voices that deviate from the
established orthodoxy. The Corps has poured considerable resources into
developing its media apparatus, with several television and radio networks under
its direct control.

In addition to its ideological role, the IRGC has emerged as a key player in Iran's
economic landscape. Over the years, the Corps has expanded its involvement in
various sectors, acquiring significant economic assets and establishing an
extensive network of front companies. This economic influence affords the IRGC
considerable political leverage, enabling it to maneuver within Iran's power
structure and shape key policy decisions.
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Power Dynamics within IRGC

Understanding the domestic roles of the IRGC requires delving into the power
dynamics within the Corps itself. Comprised of various branches, including
ground forces, naval forces, and aerospace forces, the IRGC operates as a
distinct entity alongside the regular armed forces.

Within the IRGC, the Quds Force holds a particularly influential position. This elite
unit is responsible for conducting extraterritorial operations, exporting the Islamic
Revolution's ideology, and supporting proxy groups across the Middle East. Led
by the charismatic Major General Qasem Soleimani until his death in 2020, the
Quds Force has played a pivotal role in shaping Iran's regional ambitions and
exerting influence far beyond the country's borders.

However, the IRGC is not a monolithic institution, and internal power struggles
have often shaped its domestic roles. Competing factions within the Corps vie for
control over various aspects of Iran's society, each representing different interests
and ideological outlooks. The more conservative factions within the IRGC tend to
favor a stricter interpretation of Islamic law and advocate for a greater role in
policing society.

On the other hand, relatively moderate factions within the IRGC see greater value
in maintaining a balance between upholding ideological principles and addressing
societal and economic concerns. These factions recognize the need to
accommodate certain social dynamics and economic reforms to maintain stability
and prevent public discontent. However, they still prioritize the preservation of the
Islamic Republic's core values.

The IRGC and Political Power



Given its extensive domestic roles, the IRGC's influence extends to various
branches of Iran's political system. The Corps maintains a robust presence within
the government, with IRGC-affiliated individuals holding key positions in both the
executive and legislative branches. This presence ensures the alignment of state
institutions with the IRGC's interests and ideology.

Furthermore, the IRGC is deeply intertwined with Iran's security apparatus, often
collaborating with the Ministry of Intelligence and other intelligence agencies. This
collaboration ensures not only the domestic surveillance capabilities of the IRGC
but also its capacity to suppress potential threats to the Islamic Republic.

In recent years, the IRGC has also played a role in shaping Iran's foreign policy.
The Corps spearheads Iran's regional agenda, providing support to various proxy
groups and leveraging its connections to foster alliances in the Middle East. The
Quds Force, in particular, has been instrumental in projecting Iran's military
influence beyond its borders, perpetuating Iran's revolutionary ideals.

Assessing the domestic roles of the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC)
sheds light on Iran's intricate power dynamics. Beyond its traditional military
responsibilities, the IRGC has expanded its influence across various sectors,
aiming to preserve the Islamic Republic's ideological purity, control the media
landscape, and cement its economic influence.

Understanding the internal power dynamics within the IRGC is crucial, as
competing factions within the Corps shape its domestic roles and policies. While
some factions advocate for stricter societal control, others recognize the need for
balancing ideological principles with social and economic considerations.

The IRGC's influence also extends to Iran's political system, ensuring alignment
with its interests and ideology. Moreover, its collaboration with intelligence



agencies strengthens its domestic surveillance capabilities and assists in
maintaining stability.

Assessing the domestic roles of the IRGC is essential for comprehending Iran's
power structure and its impact on both domestic and regional affairs. As the
Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps continues to evolve and adapt, unraveling its
intricate web of power will remain an ongoing endeavor.
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Both high import payments for petroleum motor fuels and concerns regarding
emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2) are motivating interest in possible fuel
substitutes. Petroleum products derived from conventional crude oil constitute
more than 50 percent of end-use energy deliveries in the United States and more
than 95 percent of all energy used in the U.S. transportation sector. Almost 60
percent of liquid fuels are imported. Emissions from the consumption of
petroleum account for 44 percent of the nation?s CO2 emissions, with
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approximately 33 percent of national CO2 emissions resulting from
transportation-fuel use. In this report, RAND researchers assess the potential
future production levels, production costs, greenhouse gases, and other
environmental implications of synthetic crude oil extracted from oil sands and
fuels produced via coal liquefaction relative to conventional petroleum-based
transportation fuels. The findings indicate the potential cost-competitiveness of
these alternative fuels and the potential trade-offs that their deployment requires
between economic and environmental considerations.
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