
And Other Conversations In An Era Of School
Resegregation: Race, Education, and
Community
It is undeniable that America's public school system has undergone substantial
changes over the years. From the landmark decision of Brown v. Board of
Education in 1954 to efforts of integration and desegregation, the nation has
worked towards providing equal educational opportunities for all children.
However, recent data suggests that we might be witnessing a disturbing trend:
the resegregation of schools.

In this era of school resegregation, race, education, and community have become
critical topics of conversation. The underlying dynamics and consequences of this
resegregation are multifaceted and complex. To understand the magnitude of the
issue, we need to explore the historical context, the current state of affairs, and
potential solutions.

The Historical Context: From Integration to Resegregation

Following the Brown v. Board of Education ruling, the state-sanctioned policies of
segregation were declared unconstitutional. This landmark decision was a turning
point in American history, aiming to dismantle the segregated educational
systems that perpetuated racial discrimination. Federal legislation, such as the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, further reinforced the government's commitment to
desegregating schools.
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In the aftermath of these historical shifts, significant progress was made towards
integration throughout the 1970s and 1980s. Schools across the nation saw
diverse student bodies, reflecting the broader demographics of their communities.
Integration brought with it the promise of equal access to quality education for all
children, regardless of their race or ethnicity.

The Current State of Affairs: A Disturbing Trend

Despite the progress made in previous decades, recent data suggests a
concerning trend of resegregation. Segregation is re-emerging within public
schools, largely due to residential segregation patterns and policy changes.
Communities are becoming increasingly segregated along racial and socio-
economic lines, and these divisions are reflected in the schools.

Resegregation has detrimental effects on educational opportunities and
outcomes for minority students. Schools in racially isolated neighborhoods often
face resource disparities, lack of funding, and limited access to quality teachers.
This perpetuates a cycle of inequality, hindering the chances of success for many
disadvantaged students.
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Moreover, resegregation undermines the very principles upon which America's
public education system was built. It erodes the social fabric of communities and
reinforces racial divisions, creating a sense of "us versus them." This social
fragmentation undermines the goals of a diverse and inclusive society.

Conversations to Address the Issue

The resegregation of schools raises urgent questions about race, education, and
community. It necessitates honest and uncomfortable conversations that delve
into the root causes while exploring potential solutions.

First and foremost, we must address the underlying causes of resegregation,
primarily rooted in housing policy and economic disparities. Initiatives targeting
affordable housing and socioeconomic integration are crucial to breaking the
cycle of exclusion and promoting diverse communities.

Additionally, we must examine the role of school funding and resource allocation.
Educational equity should be a priority to ensure that all schools, regardless of
their demographics, have access to high-quality resources, teachers, and
programs.

Furthermore, community engagement plays a vital role in combating
resegregation. Initiatives that promote cross-cultural understanding, dialogue, and
collaboration can foster a sense of shared responsibility for all students'
educational success, regardless of their backgrounds.

The resegregation of schools poses a significant threat to the principles of
equality and opportunity that America's public education system was built upon.
As we navigate this era of school resegregation, it is crucial to engage in
conversations about race, education, and community.



By addressing the root causes, investing in educational equity, and fostering
community engagement, we can work towards creating inclusive schools and
breaking the cycle of resegregation. Together, we must strive for a future where
all children have access to quality education, regardless of their zip code or the
color of their skin.

Alt attribute: "A diverse group of students learning together in a
classroom"

Can We Talk about Race?: And Other
Conversations in an Era of School Resegregation
(Race, Education, and Democracy)
by Kevin M. Woods(Kindle Edition)

4.7 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 2688 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 169 pages
Screen Reader : Supported

Major new reflections on race and schools—by the best-selling author of “Why
Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria?“

A Simmons College/Beacon Press Race, Education, and Democracy Series Book

Beverly Daniel Tatum emerged on the national scene in 1997 with “Why Are All
the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria?,“ a book that spoke to a wide
audience about the psychological dynamics of race relations in America. Tatum’s
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unique ability to get people talking about race captured the attention of many,
from Oprah Winfrey to President Clinton, who invited her to join him in his
nationally televised dialogues on race.

In her first book since that pathbreaking success, Tatum starts with a warning call
about the increasing but underreported resegregation of America. A selfdescribed
“integration baby“—she was born in 1954—Tatum sees our growing isolation from
each other as deeply problematic, and she believes that schools can be key
institutions for forging connections across the racial divide.

In this ambitious, accessible book, Tatum examines some of the most resonant
issues in American education and race relations:

   • The need of African American students to see themselves reflected in
curricula and institutions
   • How unexamined racial attitudes can negatively affect minority-student
achievement
   • The possibilities—and complications—of intimate crossracial friendships
Tatum approaches all these topics with the blend of analysis and storytelling that
make her one of our most persuasive and engaging commentators on race.

Can We Talk About Race? launches a collaborative lecture and book series
between Beacon Press and Simmons College, which aims to reinvigorate a
crucial national public conversation on race, education and democracy.
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