
5 Essential Thoughts On Being a Better Safer
Pilot Vol.

Being a pilot is a great responsibility that requires continuous learning and
improvement. Safety should always be the top priority for pilots as they navigate
through the skies. In this article, we will explore five essential thoughts that can
help pilots become better and safer in their profession.

1. Emphasizing Continuous Training

One of the key aspects of being a safer pilot is to prioritize continuous training.
Even experienced pilots should never stop learning. By regularly attending
training sessions, workshops, and seminars, pilots can enhance their knowledge
and skills. Staying up to date with the latest advancements in aviation technology,
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safety procedures, and regulations will enable pilots to make better decisions and
handle emergency situations more effectively.
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Furthermore, participating in flight simulations and practical exercises can
improve pilot decision-making abilities and familiarize them with various scenarios
they might encounter during their careers. Continuous training also helps pilots
develop a strong safety culture that will be evident in their day-to-day operations.

2. Practicing Effective Communication

Clear and effective communication is vital for pilots during flight operations. Pilots
should establish open lines of communication with air traffic controllers, co-pilots,
and other crew members. By communicating their intentions, concerns, and any
relevant information, pilots can ensure a shared understanding among all parties
involved.
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Additionally, pilots should continuously improve their radio communication skills to
avoid misunderstandings and enhance safety. Using precise and concise
phraseology can prevent confusion and lead to better decision-making in critical
situations.

3. Adhering to Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs)

Adhering to Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) is paramount for maintaining
safety in aviation. SOPs provide pilots with a consistent framework to follow,
allowing for uniformity and predictability in their actions. By strictly adhering to
SOPs, pilots can minimize the risk of errors, mitigate potential hazards, and
ensure safe flight operations.

Pilots should familiarize themselves with their organization's SOPs and undergo
regular refreshers to stay updated on any changes. By incorporating SOPs into
their daily routines, pilots can reduce human error and promote a culture of safety
within their organization.

4. Developing Situational Awareness

Developing and maintaining situational awareness is a crucial skill for pilots.
Situational awareness entails understanding the current state of the aircraft, its
environment, and potential threats or hazards. By actively monitoring and
assessing all available information, pilots can make informed decisions and take
appropriate actions.

Enhancing situational awareness involves paying attention to the aircraft's
instruments, weather conditions, air traffic, and other relevant factors. Pilots
should continuously update their mental picture of the situation and remain
vigilant throughout the flight.

5. Prioritizing Crew Resource Management



Collaboration and effective teamwork are fundamental for safe flight operations.
Pilots should engage in Crew Resource Management (CRM) techniques to
optimize the utilization of available resources, including other crew members,
equipment, and information.

By actively involving all crew members in decision-making processes, pilots can
tap into the diverse expertise and perspectives within the team. Encouraging
open communication, fostering a positive team culture, and establishing clear
roles and responsibilities contribute to efficient and safe flight operations.

Becoming a better and safer pilot requires a combination of ongoing training,
effective communication, adherence to SOPs, situational awareness, and crew
resource management. By embracing these essential thoughts, pilots can
enhance their skills, mitigate risks, and prioritize safety in their daily operations.
Continuous self-improvement and dedication to safety will not only benefit pilots
but also contribute to the overall advancement of aviation as a whole.
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This is a second collection of 15 articles by aviation safety expert and author
Gene Benson. Each article provides more of his insights into how to make
general aviation flying safer and more enjoyable. The articles are filled with
practical examples and advice, often with humor, for the general aviation pilot.
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